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             Maryville High School
     American History Syllabus

Instructor: Nathan Powell









Periods: 3rd and 7th hours





Planning Period:  6th hr
Email:  nathanpowell@maryville.k12.mo.us
Website:  www.mhshist.maryville.k12.mo.us
Textbook:  The American Vision – Modern Times; handouts and other reading assignments will 

        be used to supplement the textbook.  
Classroom Expectations
•    Have a great attitude! Just like life, this class is exactly what you make of it
•    Respect and responsibility*  
•    Be on time
•    Listen and participate
•    Be prepared:  You should come to class with something to write with and something to 

     write on.  Very few exceptions will be made in allowing you to return to your locker.
•    Academic honesty:  anyone caught giving or receiving information during quizzes or tests      

     will receive a zero for that assessment
* If you are absent from class, YOU are responsible for getting your missed work from me.  I   

  spend enough time chasing my own kids, I will not be chasing you.

Course Description:

How have the United States of America lived up to the five fundamental promises of

the Declaration of Independence (equality, rights, liberty, opportunity, democracy)?

We will grapple with this question throughout the course by developing conceptual

understandings by analyzing major issues and historical turning points. As most of you will

have studied US History through Post-Civil War Reconstruction during a prior class or classes,

we will review the establishment and development of the American republic during the 18th

and 19th centuries, before primarily applying your critical thinking skills to

the time period between American expansion and industrialization and our ever changing country of today.  By the end of the course, you will be able to recognize interconnections
and analyze how the events of the past impact our future.
Our optimistic yearlong plan is located below:

1st Semester:  
Unit 1:  Crash Course


Unit 2:  Industrialization and Reform


Unit 3:  America at the Turn


Unit 4:  World War I



Unit 5:  The Roaring Twenties


Unit 6:  The Great Depression and the New Deal
2nd Semester:
Unit 7:  World War II



Unit 8:  The Cold War Years: Truman and Eisenhower



Unit 9:  The Cold War Years:  JFK and LBJ


Unit 10:  The Vietnam Era


Unit 11:  The 1970s and 80s


Unit 12:  Framing the Present

What Are We Going To Do?
We will utilize lectures, research activities, class discussions, movie comparisons/reviews, READING and presentations to cover and supplement all the information.  My goal is to never lecture for more than 20 minutes in a given class and to diversify what we do to keep you engaged, motivated and mentally energized.  I want this class to be more than memorizing names, dates and places.  To me, it is far more important that you understand why America is the way it is and where our country may be heading.  
As part of this class, I am asking that you read a historically based book each semester.  There is always a person, event or time period that someone wishes we could spend more time on, and that is what I hope we can do with the book.  Each Monday we will spend the class reading.  Each of you will be turning in a simple book review each semester.  Your book should pertain to history and can be fiction or non-fiction.  Should you forget your book or choose not to bring one, you will have an alternative activity to complete.  

Each unit will be tested over at its completion, but you will also be quizzed each Friday.  Each test will consist of matching and multiple choice questions, as well as some constructed response questions.  The tests will be worth 100 points each and will be included in the total points to determine your final grade.  The Maryville R-2 grading scale is included below:
Grading Scale

A
95-100

C+
77-79

D-
60-62
A-
90-94

C
73-76

F
0-59
B+
87-89

C-
70-72
B
83-86

D+
67-69
B-
80-82

D
63-66
Student _____________________________________________

Parents/Guardians (Print) ___________________________________________



      (Sign)  ___________________________________________
     

Home/Cell phone number: ______________________________________

Email address: ________________________________________________________

